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Mom’s charity hike cut s_hort by uuury

It wasn't the den of rattlesnakes
she encountered that caused Denise
Hill to prematurely end her 2,650-
mile hike of the Pacific Crest Trail.

Nor was it the poison oak she
suffered with for three weeks. Or
the upper respiratory infection she
battled for 10 days.
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wildfires

her. Neither did desert heat or 12
feet of snow.

In the end, what did in the Indian
Hill married mother of three—who

“Me.mally it was so hard because
1 didn’t want to quit. I mean, I'm do-
ing this for charity.”

‘This was Hill's second Walking
for Walden hike to raise money for
Hospice of Cincinnati. In 2004, she
completed the 2,174-mile Appala-
chian Trail.

Hill dedicated the hikes to the
memory of her sister, Cheryl Rose
Walden, who died of breast cancer
in 1998 at age 44.

In April, Hill set out alone on the
Pacific Crest Trail, which stretches

Mammoth Lakes with her husband,
Bruce, who flew out to be with her.

After her injury, Hill took a week
off in hopes she would heal and still
have time to finish before the snowy
season in the north.

But after returning to the trail
and trying to hike 20 miles a day
with a 45-pound backpack, “(The in-
jury) just kept nagging at me. It
feels like being stabbed,” Hill says.

Reluctantly, she came home in
July after covering 1,331 miles.

“It's a great experience. I'm not
sad about it,” Hill says.

“I feel privileged to have had the
chamemdomﬁndlhweldrew

Some awareness to
— John Johnston
PARTY ON THE HILL: The Indian
munity to join it at Party on the Hill,

The event will be held at Ken-
wood Country Club on Saturday,
Oct. 28 from 6:30 p.m. to 12 a.m. and
will include a raffle drawing, silent

] Denise Hill

=4 was injured at
Dick's Pass in
California's
Desolation Wil-
demess during
her second
Walking for
Walden hike to
raise money
for Hospice of
Cincinnati.

auction, balloon chance, where peo-
ple pick a balloon and take the
chance that there might be a gift
certificate inside. Dinner and a live
band is included. The event is exclu-
sively for adults, and funds raised at
the event will go to things such as
technological advancements.

“Teachers submit what they
need after the fundraiser, and we
use the money to support needs that
the school has that aren’t funded by
the district,” said Tammy Hill, chair
of the event.

ﬁtl&year’smt.mpeople
attended, and Hill expects the same
turnout this year
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at last year's event. This year, the
event is corporately sponsored and
has raised $14,000 before the event
has even started.

“It's great to raise the money for
the school,” Hill said. “And it was
nice last year because people had a
really good time.” :

— Meghan Goth




